
The current event team horses that Court-
ney is campaigning are Toy Story 
(Woody), Chocolate, and Lord Robert 
(Bob).  Hanna, of course, still reigns as one 
of the founding members of the event 
string, and she continues to happily com-
pete into her late teens at the Novice and 
Training Levels. 

Toy Story, who most of us fondly know as 
Woody, had a competition season building 
towards competing again in the CCI** at 
the Radnor Hunt International Three Day 
Event.  Things looked quite promising for 
Courtney and Woody at this well-known 
event, but unfortunately, a medical misfor-
tune sidelined them.  Fit, brave, and ready, 
Woody came up lame in the initial jog, 
with an examination revealing bone chips 
in his stifle.  Thus, instead of running 
around the cross country as Woody would 
have preferred, he returned home and un-
derwent surgery in early November.  The 
bone chips were cleanly removed, and we 
are looking for a rapid and complete recov-
ery for him. 

However, this unfortunate event did not 
overshadow Woody and Courtney's stellar 
performances earlier in the year.  After an 
abbreviated winter competition schedule, 
Woody was back competing at the Prelimi-
nary Level by mid-spring.  At the Fair Hill 
International Horse Trials in Elkton, MD, 

the pair had a successful outing.  Despite 
the rainy weather, Woody had a double 
clear run, which culminated in a 3rd place 
finish.  By June, Woody was competing at 
the Intermediate Level, with the same type 
of success. Double clear jumping perform-
ances at the Waredaca Horse Trials in Ol-
ney, MD and the Surefire Horse Trials in 
Purcellville, MD, led to 6th and 5th place 
finishes. 

At the end of July, they headed up to the 
Stuart Horse Trials CIC** in Victor, NY.   
After the long trek, we were disappointed 
when substantial 
rainfall prevented 
Woody and Court-
ney, from running 
cross country.   
Problems because 
of the weather 
continued with 
hard ground at 
both Fair Hill and 
Waredaca Horse 
Trials leading 
Courtney to skip 
the cross country.  Thus, our August com-
petitions became opportunities to perfect 
our Intermediate Level dressage. 

Early fall held a lot of traveling for the 
pair, as the two shipped to Kentucky and 
then Georgia in hopes of earning a qualify-
ing score at a CIC** for Radnor.  The first 
CIC** at the Kentucky Classic Horse Tri-
als proved tricky at one element of the 
Cross Country course.  So, we did not 
achieve a qualifying score there.  However, 

we were set to go again by the next week-
end in Georgia.  There, not only did we 
achieve our qualifying score at the Poplar 
Place Farm Horse Trials CIC**, but we 
finished in 4th place.   At this event, 
Woody was sixth in dressage, and jumped 
around equally challenging cross country 
and stadium courses to move up to fourth.   
Setting up high hopes for the Radnor 
CCI** that they were now qualified for! 

Clearly, the bone chips were a big disap-
pointment on the day of that event, and it's 
truly unfortunate that we didn't get to see 

how Woody and 
Courtney would 
have performed 
there.  As we said 
though, the 
promising prog-
nosis gives us 
high hopes for 
next year! 

A new addition 
to the event team, 
Chocolate joined 
us this summer.  

He came in as a sales horse, but we loved 
the little brown thoroughbred so much that 
we purchased him as our own project.  
Chocolate’s experience includes racing and 
some time as a show hunter. 

Chocolate's first event with Courtney was 
in June, at the Plantation Field Horse Trials 
in neighboring Unionville, PA.  Chocolate 
was excited with his first outing, but did 
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NE W S F R O M  T H E  CO U RT YA R D  
2006 was an exciting year for all of us at C 
Square Farm. With everything from babies 
to bone chips, we've had our share of ups 
and downs, as is often the case with horses. 

Overall, the year was a strong one for com-
peting and sales alike, and so we're espe-
cially thankful of our clients and friends 
for the opportunities to work with them 
and their horses.  Likewise, we've enjoyed 
the continual support of friends and family 
throughout, and we hope that this newslet-

ter finds you and 
yours healthy, 
happy, and well. 

The news that 
follows briefly 
summarizes the 
highlights of 
2006, and com-
memorates the 
progresses made 
by our horses, by 

our students, and on 
our farm this year. 

As always, we enjoy 
hearing about your 
year as well.  Please 
keep us informed of 
your news, and 
should you be in our 
area, please call or 
stop by, as we would 
love to see you. 
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Courtney & Toy Story at the Poplar Place CIC**  
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well to finish in 10th.  The next weekend 
brought an improved performance and a 
2nd place finish at the Seneca Valley Pony 
Club Horse Trials in Poolesville, MD. 

Chocolate then moved up to Novice and 
progressed as the competition season con-
tinued, even earning dressage scores in the 
20s (over 70%).  In the early fall, Courtney 
discovered that Chocolate, who had thus 
far been brave and bold, was in fact a bit 
concerned about ditches.  Thus, the two 
continued to compete well in two phases, 
and work on improving the third. 

By fall, Chocolate 
was well on his 
way to under-
standing and mas-
tering the ditch 
element, and the 
pair earned re-
spectable plac-
ings, including a 
3rd place finish in 
a large Novice 
division at Planta-
tion Field. 

Lord Robert 
(Bob), of course, 
is also a staple of the event team.  As some 
of you know, Bob had met some difficul-
ties at the upper levels with Courtney.  
Highly disappointed, we thought Bob 
might not be right for the job anymore as 
we could find no physical reason for these 
changes in behavior. 

However, finally, when the right spot was 
ultra-sounded, we found the culprit was in 
fact a ligament injury in his ankle.  Bob 
responded well to the latest therapies for 
such an injury, and by late summer, was 
under saddle rehabilitating.  At this point, 
Bob has started back to jumping again, and 
once again shows us his outstanding ath-
leticism and positive attitude towards 
work.  It is great to have the old Bob back 
again, and we are hopeful that things will 
remain that way in 2007. 

Much More (Phelps) started the year with 
us, but despite some successes, including a 
3rd place finish at the Weave a Dream 
Horse Trials in April, we decided that a 
competitive career was just not what he 
was meant to do.  Finding him a less de-
manding lifestyle, he is now with our stu-
dent Chloe Ota, who enjoys her time with 
him as a break from graduate school. 

 
Our broodmare, Hughes' Star (Faith), put 

her third foal on the ground this year. After 
just one night of foal watch, Faith popped 
out a lovely, large filly on Monday July 31, 
2006.  As to be expected, the big event 
occurred in the five minutes we took away 
from the barn for breakfast.  We were 
nonetheless thrilled with an uneventful 
birthing, as this was our first foal born on 
the farm. 

Hope was sired by 
R. Johnson, a 
Dutch Warmblood 
whose sire, G. 
Ramiro Z, has pro-
duced many suc-
cessful horses in-
cluding show 
jumper Ratina Z, 
gold medalist in 
the 1992 and 1996 
Olympic Games.  
In her first six 
months, she has 
shown us a gre-

garious and inquisitive per-
sonality, and so we have high hopes for her 
future with us. 

Hope's older brothers, Star Dazzler 
(Simon) and Who's a Star (Tag), who are 
coming three and four 
year olds, respectively, 
also returned to the farm 
this year.  With the help 
of our students, both geld-
ings were started this 
summer and fall.  Tag, 
started first, has proven to 
be a willing and kind stu-
dent so far, and was hap-
pily jumping around small 
courses, and hacking 
around the farm.  He is 
now enjoying some time 
off.  We expect to start 
working with him again in 
the spring. 

Simon, who perhaps 
shows more talent, and maybe not coinci-
dently a bit more edge than Tag, has also 
conceded to the life of a riding horse.  
Simon's strong will has challenged us at 
times, from the early days of teaching him 
to trailer.  But we think that his self-
confidence will become an asset when his 
competition days arrive. 

Courtney has continued to enjoy and ap-
preciate the relationships fostered with the 
students she coaches. 

Competing on her new mount Toy Master 
(Tucker), long-time C Square Farm student 
Kathy Bell enjoyed a year successful in 
terms of placings as well as genuine pro-
gress and learning. As you may recall, 
Kathy had a fantastic first year of compet-
ing at the Novice level on Snowy.  And so, 
in moving up to Training with Tucker, 
Kathy approached her riding with ambition 
and determination.  They earned eight top-4 
finishes, including two 1sts and three 2nds. 

Sara Gartland continued building her part-
nership with Always a Lady, her new horse 
that she acquired in the fall of 2005.  They 
competed at Training level in the spring, 
placing at all of their events before moving 
up to Preliminary at Plantation Field in 
May and finishing 3rd.  They continued to 
do well throughout the rest of the year, 
ending with a 5th place finish at the Fair 
Hill Horse Trials.   Sara and Lady are look-
ing to get off to an early start in 2007, find-
ing time to join Courtney in Aiken, SC. 

Our neighbor, and longtime student, Nikki 
Gregory, helped start three-year old Tag, 
being the first one to ride him, both in and 

outside the ring.  Unfortu-
nately ongoing back pain 
has kept her away from 
the farm.  We wish her 
well as she finishes up 
her high school career. 

Emily Hamel, a college 
student from Wisconsin, 
joined us for the winter 
and spring. She spent lots 
of time with the Event 
Team and sales horses as 
well as training her own 
horse, Grenadier Guard 
(Declan).  Competing at 
the Training level, the 
pair had many good out-

ings, including a 3rd place 
finish at Plantation Field, before they re-
turned home to Wisconsin. 

Back at home they continued to build on 
the training, placing 1st three times at 
Training, and moving up to Preliminary, 
where they finished 4th to end the year at 
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Nikki & Courtney: Starting Tag 

 Courtney & Chocolate in Dressage 
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We look forward to a happy and healthy 2007, for people and animals alike, and again, if 
you are nearby the farm our one of our events, please stop in and visit.   

the Hill N Hound Horse Trials in Kane, IL.  
In 2007, Emily and Declan have returned, 
joining Courtney in Aiken, SC. 

Chloe Ota spent several weeks at the farm 
both in the summer and the fall.  While 
back in Ithaca, NY, she competed in 
jumper shows with her 
newly acquired Olden-
burg mare, Winter 
(Lucy).  As she began her 
first year of graduate 
school, Chloe decided to 
move away from show-
ing, selling Lucy, and 
buying Much More 
(Phelps).  She and Phelps 
have formed quite a 
bond, as she enjoys time 
away from her studies, 
and he enjoys a fun and 
more relaxed job than his previous com-
petitive careers. 

Kim Russell Rowan competed throughout 
the year on her 5-year old Amazing Again 
(Mazie), and her 4-year old, Ducati 
(Pudge) at the Novice and Training levels.  
Highlights included a 1st and two 4th place 
finishes with Maize as well a 3rd place fin-
ish on Pudge. 

Brittney Rhodes, another local student, 
purchased Gator in February.  The pair 
spent much of the year at nearby jumper 
shows and events, earning a 2nd place finish 
at the Brittany Common Combined Test. 

Christine Weir hoped for a fun year of 
competing her new horse, Amadeus 
(Tandem or Panda, as we like to call him), 
but unfortunately he was injured and un-
able to compete for most of the year.  She 
is looking forward to 2007, hoping to start 
competing him in Aiken, SC with Courtney. 

Lauren Clark continued riding with Court-
ney, working with many different horses 
throughout the year.  In November she 
competed at the Plantation Field Horse 
Trials, riding Squid, a sales horse.  Also 
competing was new student Shannon Riley 
on Hanna.  They both did well with Lauren 

finishing 9th and Shan-
non 10th. 

In the fall, Becca Golian, 
a student at the Univer-
sity of Delaware, joined 
us.  With eventing ex-
perience through the 
preliminary level, Becca 
helped school horses in 
addition to taking les-
sons.  She also served as 
Simon’s main rider, as 
she and Courtney started 
the two-year-old. 

As those of who have been able to visit 
know, we continue to work diligently on 
our grounds.  Remembering our initial 
photographs of the farm, it amazing how 
our landscape has changed in the half dec-
ade we have been here. 

This year we added two large fenced fields 
in the back.  After we performed much 
groundhog-hole filling, mowing, and other 
safety preparations, the horses were able to 
enjoy a new terrain to graze and mingle on.   
These new fields have allowed us to also 
bring home our young stock as they ap-
proached riding age this year. 

Additionally, our cross-country course 
continues to mature, as we added new ob-
stacles and complexes of various difficul-
ties this year.   Not only do these provide 
convenient practice for our own students 
and horses, but these jumps are also great 
tools for evaluating prospective mounts for 
clients visiting our sale barn.   It has also 
been a nice way to put to use the many 
trees we cleared in our landscaping en-
deavors.  Of the elements we have added, 
we are very pleased with our new graveled 
in stream crossing.   A pleasant introduc-
tion to the water elements of eventing, this 
crossing has had much use by the young 
eventers we have worked with this year. 

While each horse that we sell holds a spe-
cial place in our thoughts, we would need a 
whole separate newsletter to tell you about 
every one and his or her new home.  We do 
love to hear how they are doing, and we 
are always looking for more photos for the 
tack room. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Kim and Ducati 
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Becca on Keough, a Sales Horse  
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