
We now have a horse named Havasu 
Canyon competing.  He is showing much 
aptitude for eventing and has come from 
Novice to Preliminary in the course of a 
year.  Unfortunately because of the hard 
ground here in the Mid-Atlantic region,  
he did not get to do much cross country 
jumping in the late Summer and Fall; 
instead he went to shows and worked on 
his dressage and stadium jumping, win-
ning the Preliminary Combined Test at 
the Radnor Hunt Horse Trials in Octo-
ber.  We have great hopes for him in the 
years to come. 

Toy Story, aka Woody, seemed to rehab 
well from his surgery last year, but in 
May it became apparent he needed 
more time off.  So we rested him 
further; he has now started jumping 
again with plans for him to start 
competing in Aiken, SC when we 
head down there later this month. 

As we mentioned in the opening 
paragraph, our babies are now com-
peting. Star Dazzler, aka Simon, and 
R Star, aka Hope, have been com-
peting in in-hand classes with much 
success.  This year, we plan to show 
Hope in some in-hand classes in the 
2-year-old division.  Simon, who we 
began riding last year, will move up 

to the 4-year-old Young Event Horse 
classes which include ridden dressage 
and jumping tests along with in-hand 
judging. 

Our first foal, 
Who’s A Star, aka 
Tag, has been 
competing in local 
events, finishing 
the year at Novice 
and earning rib-
bons along the 
way.  As he be-
gins his 5-year-old 
year, he continues 
to learn and im-
prove.  We are 
exciting about his 
prospects as he 
continues to grow 
up. 

Hanna continues to reign supreme as 
well.  She and Neal competed in five 
horse trials throughout the year.  With 
improved dressage scores and only one 

jumping fault all 
year, they al-
most always 
came home with 
good ribbons. 

Mommy, aka 
Faith is pregnant 
again this year.  
With her foal 
due in early 
March, Neal 
may miss out on 
coming to some 
of our Winter 
competitions as 
he stays home to 

foal watch; so Neal is becoming Faith’s 
midwife!  She is in foal to R Johnson 

again, Hope’s sire, as we are so 
pleased with how she has turned 
out. 

Some of our old Event Team 
Horses have been sold on to new 
homes to become teachers and new 
partners.  Chocolate is now in New 
York, with Haley Bowman, and 
Lord Robert is with Liz Curtis 
Swain at Missy Ransehousen’s 
Blue Hill Farm in nearby Union-
ville, PA.  We miss them, but are 
encouraged to hear that they are 
doing well with their new owners. 
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NE W S F R O M  T H E  CO U RT YA R D  
2007 has been a year of change as we have sold 
some of our Team horses, and the babies out of 
our mare, Heavenly Star, have started their 
showing careers.   

The Four Star Group was also able to purchase a 
beautiful and talented horse, Havasu Canyon.  
There are some new and familiar faces returning 
to our staff.  More on all of this follows. 

We hope your year has also been posi-
tive, and as always, we enjoy hearing 
about you.  

Please keep us informed of your news, 
and should you be in our area, please 
call or stop by, as we would love to see 
you. 
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Simon in the Future Event Horse Division  

Courtney & Havasu Canyon 
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Courtney & Chocolate at the Full Gallop Farm Horse Trials 



Our students continued to 
have good success in 
2007.  Sara Gartland, 
Emily Hamel and Chris-
tine Weir all made the 
trek to Aiken, SC, our 
winter base.  Sara and 
Christine enjoyed moves 
up to Preliminary with 
their new horses, and 
Emily continued her suc-
cess with her horse, 
Grenadier Guard with 
multiple wins and good 
placings at Preliminary. 

After we returned home, 
Becca Golian continued lessoning with 
us.  She leased Patty Moshanko’s The 
Color Of Kells competing for her Pony 
Club rating and eventing him back up to 
Preliminary; they shared multiple clean 
rounds and much fun! 

We had several students for the Summer 
as well.  Brittany Rhodes came back and 
joined us both as a member of staff and 
student; she had several good competi-
tions with her horse Gator, including a 
2nd place finish at Fair Hill Horse Trials.  
Her next door neighbor, Katelyn Dun-
can, also joined us as part-time help, and 
she is a wonderfully reliable and good 
worker. 

Adellyn Polomski, aka Dellsie, also 
joined us in the Summer as a working 
student. She is going to college in Eng-
land, so she always had lots of interest-
ing stories to entertain us with.  While at 
C Square Farm, she also competed in 
some events.  First she took out Hanna 
and had a great time, and then she was 
able to compete one of our sale horses, 
Siren’s Song, aka Ariel, winning at 
Waredaca Horse Trials.   It was a job 
well done! 

Kim Russell also competed throughout 
the year on her new horse, Diamond, 
who has been placing and competing 
well.  She has bred another of her horses, 
Maize and expects her first foal this 
Spring. 

Also joining us this Summer was one of 
Dellsie’s former classmates from Garri-
son Forest School, Kelley Merette.  She 
has come aboard as a full-time groom 

and Courtney’s right-hand 
person and has done a fan-
tastic job.  A recent graduate 
of Colorado State Univer-
sity, she does a super job 
riding, keeping Courtney 
organized, and helping with 
clients.  She is currently 
leasing one of our sale 
horses, Monster Boy, and 
finished 5th with him at their 
first outing at Plantation 
Field in the Training divi-
sion, another job well done! 

We are looking for addi-
tional staff members or 
working students as our 

business continues to expand, if you 
know of someone looking please let 
them know about us! 

It has been a relatively quiet year in the 
development of the Farm.  We added 
new cross-county jumps, including a 
ditch.  In 2008 we plan to add a new 6-
stall barn to offer additional training and 
sales opportunities.  If we are lucky, it 
will be completed while we are in Aiken 
for the Winter. 

While at C Square Farm and after their 
sale, many horses have had considerable 
success both in and out of the competi-
tion.  Some highlights of our sales horses 
include: 

· Hugh Knows, ridden by Karen O’ 
Conner, 6th in the country for all 
horses, 5th at the Fair Hill CCI***, 
and qualified for the Bejing Olym-
pics 

· Macintosh, ridden by Ashley John-
son, 5th in her division for National 

year-end awards with the United 
States Eventing Association at 
Training level 

· Samson, ridden by Justine Dutton,  
3rd in the country for all Preliminary 
level horses for 2008 

· Galway Blazer, with Laura Roberts, 
numerous wins at Preliminary and 
Training 

· Dante, 2007 Aiken Event Series Be-
ginner Novice Champion 

We have sold hundreds of horses 
throughout the years, please check our 
website for more results.  Please let us 
know how you and your horse are doing; 
we love to hear how they have continued 
to progress and are always looking for 
additional photos for the website and the 
tack room. 

On a personal note, Neal and I took a 
vacation to celebrate his 40th birthday 
this year.  Inspired by the namesake of 
our new horse, we expanded our trip to 
the Grand Canyon to include hiking and 
camping in Havasu Canyon.  It is a beau-
tiful place and somewhere we both 

wholeheartedly suggest as a must see. 
 
We hope everyone’s family and animals 
continue to thrive and if you ever near 
Nottingham or our Winter base in Aiken, 
SC, feel free to call and hopefully we 
can get together. 
 
Happy New Year and All the best, 
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New Groom Kelley Merette 
 on Monster Boy 

Courtney & Neal in front of Navajo Falls 
in  Havasu Canyon 
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